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Belgian iron worker with the London docker and the Clyde
shipwright, the Californian fruit grower with the Malay
tin miner and the German dye worker. The economic
effects of modern warfare, therefore, reverberate through-
out the whole world, and widespread dislocation ensues.
In the next place, the gigantic scale on which war between
great powers is conducted, though it tends to shorten the
duration of wars, increases the intensity of the shock to
human society.
But besides these new material conditions, modern
warfare is carried on under the eyes of more enlightened
peoples than in the past. The struggle which is now being
pursued is the first great war watched by a conscious or
at any rate partly conscious democracy. It is the first
modern war waged (except in our own case) by national armies
constituting practically the entire fit male population. The
masses of the people have in most civilised countries some
measure of political power. And though to the elector
diplomacy and the conduct of foreign affairs are a closed
book, war once declared is war by the people; and their
voice must be heard in matters connected with it and
arising out of it. Then, further, in the past the aftermath
of war was in many ways as horrible as war itself, whilst
the period during war witnessed an enormous amount of
privation and suffering among non-combatants almost as
ghastly as that of the battlefield. This was due not so
much to inaction resulting from callousness as to unwise
action and ignorance. During the past century political
science and economic inquiry have made vast strides, and
consequently the injurious social effects of warfare may be
minimised, though not averted; and a considerable body
of public opinion, far more enlightened than during any
previous European war, is almost certain to exercise some